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Celebrating 50 Years in the Deaf Community

Media Release
Silent Voice Canada Turns 50!

This year, Silent Voice Canada celebrates five decades of serving in the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing community. From its humble beginnings operating an accessible Sign Language
Summer day camp for Deaf children in Toronto in 1974 (a year before the agency became
incorporated as a Canadian Registered Charity), to operating an extensive list of accessible
programs, services, and resources throughout Ontario, with partners across Canada, Silent
Voice Canada continues on a growth trajectory to meet the needs of Deaf community
members.

Staffed by more than 90% Deaf and Hard of Hearing professionals, Silent Voice Canada’s
language of operation is predominantly ASL, but includes other signed languages used in
Canada and in other countries.

“We bring ASL into the homes of families with Deaf children, engage Deaf and Hard of
Hearing kids, youth, and seniors; remove barriers; give Deaf newcomers belonging; provide
early intervention language development services, share our expertise and consultation,
and development of accessible resources; the list goes on! Silent Voice Canada looks
forward to its next 50 years meeting the needs of Deaf adults, youth, children, infants, and
their families, all of whom guide us,” says Executive Director Kelly MacKenzie.

“l am so proud to return to Silent Voice Canada after first working for it in the 1980s in its
Interpreting Training Program. The impact it has on the community and those it serves is felt
every day. Please join us to celebrate our 50'"—in May at our Gala Anniversary event and on
September 20 at our Welcome Week BBQ. Hope to see you there!” Board Chair Giulio
Schincariol.

To make an impact, to celebrate with Silent Voice, and to learn more, visit
www.silentvoice.ca
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