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This Kit is For You! 
 
 

So you are about to leave school and enter a new chapter in your life.   As a 

young Deaf or hard of hearing person, perhaps you have some questions that have still 

ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ  vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L Ǝƻ for a college or university 

education?  How can I find a Deaf sports club and meet others who share my love of 

sports?  And where do I find an ASL-9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ Ƨƻō ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΚέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

other questions that you probably have not thought about yet -- and there are answers 

that are important for you to know!    

This kit is meant for you!  It is designed to put information at your fingertips so to 

assist you as you take the first steps into this new chapter in your life.   The information 

contained in this kit will help you find your place in the world and help you find your place 

in the community of your choosing!     

 This High School Graduate Information Kit is a gift to you in the hope that you will 

find it very useful.   We all sometimes make wrong turns in our lives, but we earnestly 

hope that this Kit will guide you in finding turns you can make that lead to better 

information, better choices, and better decisions as you prepare to leave school and go 

ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΗ 

    -Ontario Deaf Foundation and Silent Voice Canada Inc. 
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ȰEvery one of us is different in some way, but for those of us 
who are more different, we have to put more effort in 
convincing the less different that we can do the same thing 
they can, just differentlyȢȱ   

-- Marlee Matlin          
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EDUCATION  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ȰLet us pick up our books and pencils. They are our 
most powerful weapon .ȱ 

-- Malala Yousafzai          
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Post-Secondary Education in Ontario  

 
George Brown College (GBC) 
 
Program:  Academic Upgrading for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Adults 
Duration:  September and January intake (Full-Time & Part-Time)  
Location : St. James Campus 
 
This program the only college program of its kind in Toronto, with all courses taught in 
American Sign Language (ASL).  The program is for those Deaf and Hard of Hearing students 
who want to upgrade their English, ASL, and math skills for further education.  Courses are 
specifically geared to the needs and interests of the individual students. This program is free  
for students; there is no tuition.  Students may also be eligible to apply for a Transportation 
subsidy.  
 
Address: 200 King Street East, 
  Toronto, Ontario 
  M5A 3W8 
  Room 581C (5th Floor) 

Email:   deafupgrading@georgebrown.ca  

Website:  https://www.georgebrown.ca/a752-2017-2018/ 
  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Deaf Learn Now 
 
Deaf Learn Now is the first fully online academic program exclusively for Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Adults in the world.  This FREE program is funded by the Ministry of Training, 
Colleges and Universities and is available to adults 19 years and older who live in Ontario. 
 
Our program offers wonderful, interactive courses to help students improve their English, 
Math and ASL skills - to prepare them employment, gain greater independence and to move 
on to post-secondary programs in Canada or abroad.   In addition, we have interactive 
courses in WHMIS, Ontario Drivers License Preparation, Canadian Citizenship, Deaf Culture 
and more. 
 
Website:  www.deaflearnnow.ca 
Video:        http://deafeducationonline.ca/homecontent/DLN_inside_look/index.html  
  

https://www.georgebrown.ca/a752-2017-2018/
http://www.deaflearnnow.ca/
http://deafeducationonline.ca/homecontent/DLN_inside_look/index.html
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Mohawk College - Fennell Campus 
 
Program:    Deaf Empowerment Program 
Duration:    1 Year (September ɀ June) 

Monday ɀ Friday (9:00am-3:00pm) 
Full -time/ Part -Time: Full-time  
 
The Deaf Empowerment Program (DEP) is an academic upgrading program for Deaf, Deaf-
Blind, hard-of-hearing, and deafened individuals, age 19 and over., This program provides 
instruction in math, reading, writing, basic computer and employability skills.  DEP uses Deaf 
instructors using ASL. This program is free  for students; there is no tuition.  
 
Address: Fennell Campus 
  135 Fennell Avenue West (at the corner of West 5th Street), 
  Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
  L9C 1E9 
 
Contact: Community Training Solutions, Academic Upgrading Program 
  Room J137, Fennell Campus 
 
Email:   dep@mohawkcollege.ca 
TTY:  DEP general line - (905) 575ɀ2436 
 
Website:  www.mohawkcollege.ca/programs/get-prepared-for-college/academic-

upgrading-academic-and-career-entrance-ace/deaf 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Deaf Literacy Initiative  (DLI) 
 
Deaf Literacy Initiative  is the umbrella organization which provides training, research, 
networking and resources to Deaf and Deaf-Blind literacy programs and their students in 
Ontario.  Though DLI does not give direct literacy instruction, if you are interested in 
improving your English and mathematic skills, you can find the literacy program closest to 
ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÂÙ ÃÌÉÃËÉÎÇ $,)ȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉte below: 
 
Website:    http://deafliteracy.ca/resources/literacy -programs  
  

http://www.mohawkcollege.ca/programs/get-prepared-for-college/academic-upgrading-academic-and-career-entrance-ace/deaf
http://www.mohawkcollege.ca/programs/get-prepared-for-college/academic-upgrading-academic-and-career-entrance-ace/deaf
http://deafliteracy.ca/resources/literacy-programs
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Post-Secondary Education Outside Ontario  

Gallaudet University  
 

Gallaudet University in Washington D.C. offers a wide variety of programs for Deaf, deafened, 
hard-of-hearing and hearing students in a bilingual environment (ASL and English).  They 
ÏÆÆÅÒ "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅȟ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅȟ ÁÎÄ 0È$ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 
students who want to learn outside of Ontario. For more information, see the Gallaudet 
website below. 
 
Address:  Gallaudet University 
  800 Florida Avenue NE 
  Washington D.C., 
  20002 ɀ 3695  
 

Contact: Videophone: (866) 563-8896 
 TTY/Voice: (800) 995-0550 
  Email: admissions.office@gallaudet.edu   
 

Website:  http://www.gallaudet.edu/    
 

 
Rochester Institute of Technology  (RIT) & 
National Technical Institute for the Deaf  (NTID) 
 

RIT offers a raÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅȭÓȟ "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓȟ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ 0È$ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȢ !ÌÌ 2)4 
(mainstream) programs are open to Deaf and hard-of-hearing students, and are made 
accessible through ASL-English Interpreters, real-time captionists, notetakers, and other 
accommodations. Students are also able to request interpretation for non-academic events 
(sports, socials, meetings, etc.)  Accommodations are provided at no additional cost to the 
student. 
 

One of the departments within RIT is the National Technical Institute for the Deaf, which 
offers a number of programs for Deaf, deafened, hard-of-hearing and hearing students.   For 
more information, see the websites below. 
 

Address:  National Technical Institute for the Deaf 
  52 Lomb Memorial Drive 
  Rochester, NY 14623 
  TTY: (585) 475-6400 
 

Contact: To see the NTID Email directory please visit: 
  http://www.ntid.rit.edu/contact   
 

Website:  RIT main site: http://www.rit.edu/   
  NTID main site: http://www.ntid.rit.edu/   
  

mailto:admissions.office@gallaudet.edu
http://www.gallaudet.edu/
http://www.ntid.rit.edu/contact
http://www.rit.edu/
http://www.ntid.rit.edu/
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Ontario Government Financial Assistance for Post -Secondary Students 
 

 
The Government of Ontario offers the Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) to help 
students pay the cost of getting a post-secondary education.  For information about the 
Ontario Student Assistance Program , visit at:  

 
http://www.ontario.ca/education -and-training/how -get-osap 

 
 
There are three ways to get money to pay for the cost of your post-secondary education:  
 
LOAN 
OSAP is a loan  that a student can apply for in order to cover the cost of tuition fees, books, 
rent etc., while attending a post-secondary program.  Six months after finishing their studies, 
the student will begin monthly payments to pay back what they borrowed, or  apply for 
repayment assistance.  For information, visit OSAP Website: 
https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal  
 
GRANT 
The Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities offer grants  for students enrolled 
in Post-Secondary Education.  A grant  is a type of financial support that a student typically 
does not have to pay back.  A grant  is usually awarded based on financial need and/or other 
factors.   For further information, see the OSAP AID PROGRAMS below. 
  
BURSARY 
The Government of Ontario also offers bursaries  for students.  A bursary is a type of financial 
assistance that a student typically does not have to pay back.  Bursaries are to help students 
with their financial needs during their schooling.  
 
Another type of bursary is for students with a disability, called the Bursary for Students 
with Disabilities  (BSWD).  The BSWD is for students who need support or accommodations 
(at a cost) such as tutors, note-takers, interpreters, braillers or technical aids that are directly 
related to their disability. For information, visit BSWD Website:  

https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal/en/A -ZListofAid/PRDR015050.html  
 
OSAP AID PROGRAMS 
For a complete list of bursaries, grants, scholarships and loans offered by the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges, and Universities, visit:  
https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal/en/A-ZListofAid/index.htm   

http://www.ontario.ca/education-and-training/how-get-osap
https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal
https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal/en/A-ZListofAid/PRDR015050.html
https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal/en/A-ZListofAid/index.htm
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Employment:  Why education is important to  

Your ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÏ×ÅÒȣ 
 
 
The table below demonstrates the impact of education on your future earnings.   The higher 
education you can get, the more worth you can become to employers, the more you can earn 
from a job.   
 

Earnings, by Educati on level, Canadian dollars, 2015  
(Population 15 years and over with employment income)  

 

 
 
Note: Earnings and employment income are used as synonyms here.  Average earnings are shown here. 

 
Source:  
Statistics Canada, Census. http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/ce nsus-recensement/2016/as-sa/98-200-
x/2016024/98 -200-x2016024-eng.cfm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

49,606

43,254
38,230

48,599

68,342

No Diploma High School Trades College University

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/as-sa/98-200-x/2016024/98-200-x2016024-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/as-sa/98-200-x/2016024/98-200-x2016024-eng.cfm
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Employment:  Why education is important to  

ÙÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÏ×ÅÒȣ 
 

 
The table below shows the value of assets (e.g. house, auto, furniture, and bank savings) by 
level of education.   The more you can earn from a job, the more you can have. 
 

Net assets of Canadian Families by Education level, 2012  
(Dollars ) 

 

 
 
Note: 1) Net assets correspond to assets net of debts.  The median of net assets is shown here.  2) Education 
refers to the one family member with the greatest income. 

 
Source:  
Statistics Canada, Changes in debts and assets of Canadian Families 1999 to 2012; 
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/75-006-x/2015001/article/14167 -eng.htm 
  

238,675

114,600
190,000 220,000

430,100

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/75-006-x/2015001/article/14167-eng.htm
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EMPLOYMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÄÏ '2%!4 ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅ 
 ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȢȱ 

-- Steve Jobs. 
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Employment  
 
 
Canadian Hearing Society ɀ Employment Services   
Employment Services at the Canadian Hearing Society (CHS) provides help to Deaf and hard-of-
hearing clients, who want to look for a job, or need accommodations at a workplace. CHS staff can 
assist with finding jobs, improving resumes, providing interpreters for job interviews, and meeting 
with employers to help them make their workplace accessible to Deaf and hard of hearing 
employees.  
 
Contact CHS Employment Services: 
 
Telephone:  1-866-518-0000 
TTY: 1-877-215-9530 
Email:  employmentservices@chs.ca 
Skype Video (ASL): Ask CHS 
Skype Video (LSQ): Demande SCO 
 
Website: www.chs.ca/services/services-job-seekers 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Employment PAH!  (PAH) 
 
Program:  Employment Services 
Duration:  19-Day Workshop 
 
Ȱ0!(Ȧȱ  ÉÓ ÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÉÇÎ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ɉ!3,Ɋ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÌÏÏÓÅÌÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅÁÎȟ Ȱ&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ 
×Å ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔȦȱ 
 
Employment PAH! offers a 19-day workshop over seven weeks to learn fundamental 
employability skills that are specific to persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing in the 
Regions of Peel, Halton and Dufferin who are fluent in ASL and are unemployed or 
underemployed. 
 
Address:  EmpAcc ɀ Mississauga location 
  10 Kingsbridge Garden Circle, Suite 403 
  Mississauga, Ontario 
  L5R 3K6 
 
Contact: Email - Diana.StJohn@disabilityaccess.org 

TTY - (905) 755-9958 
 
Website:   http://www.d isabilityaccess.org/Employment-PAH.html 

  

http://www.chs.ca/services/services-job-seekers
mailto:Diana.StJohn@disabilityaccess.org
http://www.disabilityaccess.org/Employment-PAH.html
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Employment  
 
 
Deaf Access Simcoe Muskoka (DASM) 
  

Deaf Access Simcoe Muskoka provides programs and services for those living and 

vacationing in Simcoe County and Muskoka (including Bradford, Barrie, Orillia, 

Collingwood, Midland, Gravenhurst, Bracebridge and Huntsville) 

  

Through the Employment Services program, Deaf Access supports individuals who have 

identified hearing loss and communication as a barrier to finding or keeping employment. 

Staff work with employers and job seekers to prepare for the demands of a new workplace, 

introduce effective communication strategies, provide accessible job training and obtain 

funding to purchase necessary assistive hearing and/or visual alerting devices, interpreting 

or note taking services.  

  
Main Address:      Deaf Access Simcoe Muskoka 

      20 Anne St. S 

          Barrie, Ontario 

       L4N 2C6 

  
Contact:   Tel: (705) 728-3577  

   TTY: (705) 728-3599 

   Fax: (705) 728-7613 

   Toll Free: 1-(844)- 728-3511 

   Skype: info.deafaccess 

   Email: info@deafaccess.ca 

  
Website:    www.deafaccess.ca/employment-services/ 
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General Information: When You Start a New Job 
 
 
 Why Your TD1 Forms are Important  

 
 

When you start a new job your employer will give you two different TD1 forms to fill out and 
sign.  One is from the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).  Another is for calculating your Ontario 
income taxes. 
 

If you do not claim the disability amount on the TD1 and TD1ON Forms, here is what 
happens.  Your employer will follow your signed forms and make deductions from your pay 
as you can see below. 

Gross wages ($14.00 x 40 hours a week) $560.00  

Deductions:  

Canada Pension Plan -25.20 

     Employment Insurance -10.53 

Income Tax ɀ Federal  -84.00 

Income Tax ɀ Ontario  -28.28 

Net (take -home) w ages $411.99  

 
If  you do claim the disability amount, you will get more  take-home pay.  The difference is 
$54.20 each week, or a total of $2,818.40 in one year. 
 

Gross wages ($14.00 x 40 hours a week) $560.00 

Deductions:  

Canada Pension Plan -25.20 

Employment Insurance -10.53 

Income Tax ɀ Federal  -61.60 

Income Tax ɀ Ontario  -16.48 

Net (take -home) wages $466.19 

 
 
 

Note: The deductions are based on the payroll deductions tables provided by the Canada Revenue Agency, effective as of January 1, 2018. 
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General Information: When You Start a New Job 
 
 
Instructions to Complete a TD1 Form:  
 
TD1 (CRA): Be sure to claim (use) the disability amount by filling in $8,235 on line 6 . If you 
are also enrolled in a Post-Secondary program at the time you fill out these forms, you would 
also fill out line 5 . Then add up the amounts and fill in the total in the blank box at the line 
13. Sign on the next page.  

 

 

 
TD1 ɀ 2018 Personal Tax Credit Return Form  

  

8,235 
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General Information: When You Start a New Job 
 
 
Instruction s to Complete a TD1 Form: 
 
TD1ON: Fill in $8,217 in the blank space at line 5  for the Disability amount.  If you are 
enrolled in a Post-Secondary program at the time you are filling these out, also fill in line 4 . 
Then add up the amounts you claim and write the total in the blank box at the line 12.  Sign 
on the next page. 
 

 
TD1ON ɀ 2018  Ontario Personal Tax Credit Return Form  

 
 

  

8,365 
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General Information : When You Start a New Job 
 
 
Information:   What is a Disability Tax Credit Certificate? 
 
The Federal Government and the Ontario Government provide the disability tax credit to 
people with disabilities because, the governments recognize that people with a disability 
generally earn less from employment than most people.  However, you cannot  claim the 
disability amount IF you do not  have the Disability Tax Credit Certificate  from your doctor. 
 
Website:  http://www.cra -arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t2201/   

 

 
 

Disability Tax Credit Certificate Form  
  

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t2201/

